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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 184302 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, CG, LY, US, EG 

SUBJECT: U.S. POSITION ON LIBYAN-EGYPTIAN DISPUTE 

REF: KINSHASA 6966 

1 . WE HAVE NOT TAKEN PUBLIC POSITION ON EGYPT-LIB YA BORDER 
FIGHTING OTHER THAN TO REFUTE LIBYAN CANARD RE U.S. 

INVOLVEMENT. WITH CURRENT CEASEFIRE, THERE IS LESS REASON 
THAN EVER TO COMMENT. 

2. SUGGEST YOU DRAW ON FOLLOWING POINTS IN RES- 
PONDING TO MOBUTU ON A QUOTE FOR HIS PRIVATE INFORMATION 
UNQUOTE BASIS: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 184302 

-OUR UNDERSTANDING IS THAT LIBYANS INITIATED RECENT ROUND 
OF FIGHTING AND CAME OUT A DECIDED SECOND BEST WHEN EGYP- 
TIANS RESPONDED IN STRENGTH. 

-U.S. WAS NOT IN ANY WAY INVOLVED IN THE CLASH AND HAS 
DENIED LIBYAN STATEMENT THAT ONE OR MORE U.S. RECONNAIS- 
SANCE DRONES WERE DOWNED BY LIBYA IN THE PERIOD PRECEDING 
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RECENT FIGHTING. 

- GIVEN LIBYANS' RECORD OF FALSE ACCUSATIONS, THEIR 
CHARGES HAVE ELICITED LITTLE PRESS INTEREST, AND USG 
RESPONSE HAS BEEN IN FORM OF INFORMAL REPLIES TO A FEW 
TELEPHONE CALLS FROM IOURNALISTS. 

- GIVEN LIBYAN CHARGES THAT USG SUPPORTED EGYPTIAN QUOTE 
ATTACK UNQUOTE ON LIBYA, WE BELIEVE WE SHOULD MAINTAIN A 
LOW PUBLIC PROFILE AND REFRAIN FROM STATEMENTS OF SUPPORT 
WHICH COULD HAVE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE EFFECT OF LENDING 
SOME CREDENCE TO LIBYAN ALLEGATIONS. CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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